
 
 

 

Hoganson Eastern South Africa Tour 
25th to 29th March 2015 

 

 
Pink-throated Twinspot by Markus Lilje 

 

Trip report by tour leader Brenden Pienaar 
 

This private tour started at the Hoedspruit (East Gate) airport, which is conveniently nestled amid 

some of the country’s premier safari destinations. Following the Hoganson’s wildlife expedition in 

the Lowveld, we went on to explore two of eastern South Africa’s most celebrated birding 

destinations. Our first focal point was to be the Highveld grasslands and associated wetlands of the 

Wakkerstroom area, which is home to a plethora of rare and endemic species. Following our 

“grassy” odyssey, we set out towards lower elevation and Mkhuze Game Reserve. Previously 

described as a Mecca of southern African birding, Mhkuze forms part of the iSimangiliso Wetland 

Park (a UNESCO World Heritage Site) and boasts exceptional biodiversity, which includes an 

extraordinary blend of bird communities. This area includes sand forest, fig forest, mixed savanna 
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and subtropical pans guaranteed to keep all birders and sundry on their toes. The final day 

included some estuarine and mangrove habitat to complete a potentially unmatched mix of birding 

environments and landscapes in an extremely special part of the world.  

 

Post salutation and tour briefing, a long road lay ahead as the afternoon was dedicated to the 

scenically diverse journey in Mpumalanga Province and the associated transition of low lying 

savanna to altitudinal grassland. We 

approached the quaint little town of 

Wakkerstroom just after dusk and settled into 

our comfortable accommodation after a 

welcome meal. Although our eyes were 

primarily fixed on the road during this early 

stage of the tour, we managed to add a few of 

the more prominent species to our list. They 

included the road verge loiterers such as 

Helmeted Guineafowl, Hadeda Ibis, Cape 

Longclaw and Long-tailed Widowbird. While 

perched on post and wire were Black-winged 

Kite, Southern Fiscal, Barn and Lesser Striped 

Swallow, African Stonechat, Pin-tailed 

Whydah, Common and Jackal Buzzard. 

Furthermore, the ephemeral water bodies produced usual suspects in Egyptian Goose, Yellow-billed 

Duck, Little Grebe, Sacred Ibis, Cattle Egret, Grey and Black-headed Heron, Hamerkop, Reed 

Cormorant, Black-winged Stilt and a single Whiskered Tern.  

 

The following day was spent exploring the spacious grassland surrounds of Wakkerstroom. We got 

off to a great start with views of Southern Bald Ibis, Pied Starling, Mountain Wheatear, Eastern 

Long-billed Lark, Sentinel Rock Thrush, the treasured Yellow-breasted Pipit, Ground Woodpecker, 

Cape Bunting, an elegant Malachite Sunbird, Buff-streaked Chat, Common Waxbill, Red-billed 

Quelea, Levaillant’s Cisticola, African Wattled Lapwing, 

White Stork, Southern Red Bishop, Banded Martin and 

African Pipit before rain interrupted play. We managed to 

shake the weather with a change of location, heading 

west in search of nearly lost Larks. En route we 

encountered African Marsh Harrier, African Quailfinch, 

Black-headed Heron, Marsh Owl, African Spoonbill, 

Great-crested Grebe, Spur-winged Goose, Zitting 

Cisticola. Excitedly we managed to locate the endangered 

Rudd’s Lark, with spectacular views of an adult female 

and juvenile. At this point in time we were again caught 

under an impressive cloudburst. We decided to stick to 

the relocation strategy and go in search of birds 

elsewhere. It proved the correct option, not only keeping 

us dry but also connecting us with a small covey of 

White-bellied Bustard and a very shy Bush Blackcap. 

Other birds spotted during the early afternoon included 

Red-throated Wryneck, Swainson’s Spurfowl, Glossy 

Ibis, African Darter, White-rumped Swift, endemic South 

African Cliff Swallow, vivid Crested Barbet, Red-capped 

Lark, Bar-throated Apalis, Cape Robin-Chat, Cape 

Southern Bald Ibis by Hugh Chittenden 

Malachite Sunbird by Rich Lindie 
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Weaver, Cape Canary and Willow Warbler. 

 

The afternoon session was spent around the Wakkerstroom wetland and produced a couple of great 

birds such as Squacco Heron, African Swamphen, Little Rush Warbler, Lesser Swamp Warblers, 

Little Bittern, Purple Heron, Intermediate Egret, Malachite Kingfisher, African Snipe, South 

African Shelduck, White-backed Duck, Cape Shoveler, Southern Pochard and African Rail. Despite 

the sporadic precipitation it proved to be a very productive day. It was time to appease our appetites 

and reflect on another incredible day’s birding. 

 

On our final morning in Wakkerstroom and we decided to 

do a final loop in the hope of picking up a couple of extra 

species before leaving the graceful grasslands. Familiar 

calls from the rocky outcrop opposite our accommodation 

helped us locate a couple of Red-winged Francolin. They 

had moved out of the dew-laden grass and were searching 

for some early rays to crack the crispness of the morning. 

Moving further along, we were met by two gorgeous 

Grey-crowned Cranes beside the wetland, brilliantly 

illuminated by a clear morning’s rays. The dirt track out 

of town produced a small flock of Amur Falcons and a 

family group of eye-catching Yellow Mongoose. A 

distant scan produced a single Denham’s Bustard before 

we noticed the curious Suricate (Meerkat) group much 

closer to our vehicle. Prior to a hearty farewell breakfast 

the exquisite garden of our lodging proved very 

productive. We managed to add Familiar Chat, African 

Paradise Flycatcher, Golden-tailed Woodpecker and 

Speckled Mousebird. Leaving the grasslands behind, we 

headed south towards Zululand and the exciting birding 

prospect of Mkuze.  

 

An early afternoon arrival allowed for some exciting additions to our trip list. We were back in the 

savanna and there was a steady flow of the more general bird species such as African Fish Eagle, 

White-backed Vulture, Bateleur, European Roller, Green Wood Hoopoe, Common Scimitarbill, 

Trumpeter Hornbill, Acacia Pied Barbet, 

Cardinal Woodpecker, and Red-backed 

Shrike. Mkhuze seemed somewhat drier 

than normal, at this time of the year, and 

one could sense that some late seasonal 

rainfall would be very welcome with the 

prospect of a few very dry winter months 

just around the corner. Heading towards the 

southern gate we encountered Bearded 

Scrub-Robin, Spotted Flycatcher, Orange-

breasted Bushshrike and a small flock of 

Violet-backed Starlings. As we descended 

into a sandy depression, the insect-like calls 

of Pink-throated Twinspot rang out from 

beside the vehicle. Hesitant at first, the birds 

co-operated and we enjoyed brilliant views 

Bush Blackcap by Andrew Sutherland 

Grey-crowned Cranes by Jonathan Rossouw 
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of a superb male. It was however time to head out and make way to our lodging for the next two 

nights. We arrived to faded light and it was clearly time for another well deserved meal. It was all 

about energy management as we had another early rise planned. 

 

The following morning saw us heading back to Mkuze for a full day of birding. We started the day 

off with Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Red-faced Cisticola, Green-backed Cameroptera, Purple-

crested Turaco, African Palm Swift and vocal Square-tailed Drongo. Heading out of the riparian 

woodland we encountered the small Burnt-necked Eremomela, White-browed Scrub Robin, Little 

Bee-eater, Black-chested Snake Eagle, 

Rattling Cisticola, White-bellied Sunbird 

and Chinspot Batis. The mid-morning 

coffee break produced Olive Sunbird, Red-

fronted Tinkerbird, Pink-backed Pelican, 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater before heading 

down to Nsumo Pan where windy 

conditions made for some challenging bird 

watching. Nevertheless, we managed to get 

onto Great White Pelican, White-faced 

Duck, Great Egret, Little Egret and Woolly-

necked Stork. Moving away from the water 

proved more productive with a mixed herd 

of Plains Zebra and Giraffe hosting a small 

flock of Red-billed Oxpeckers. In the 

vicinity Striped Kingfishers provided a 

good display and photographic opportunity 

before we went on to see Brubru, Black-backed Puffback, Black Cuckooshrike (male and female), 

both Brown-crowned and Black-crowned Tchagra, Sabota Lark, Black-bellied Bustard and 

Kurrichane Thrush. A melanistic Gabar Goshawk provided some entertainment as it set off after a 

quarry. Small bird parties of Yellow-breasted Apalis, Southern Black Tit, Long-billed Crombec and 

Blue Waxbills humoured us into the afternoon. Yellow-throated Longclaw, Lesser Grey Shrike and 

a pair of African Cuckoo-Hawk also showed nicely. The mammal list progressed rather slowly, but 

we managed to spot a couple of Blue Wildebeest, Impala, Warthog, Nyala, Hippopotamus and 

Common Duiker.  

 

A leg stretch around the main camp provided 

good views of Ashy and Pale Flycatcher, 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher, Golden-breasted 

Bunting, Yellow-fronted Canary and 

Yellow-throated Petronia before it was time 

to call it a day and head back to our lodging. 

 

Up early we wandered around in the 

sandveld thicket near our accommodation 

where we had encounters with Rudd’s 

Apalis, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Collared 

Sunbird, Black-throated Wattle-eye, Square-

tailed Drongo, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, 

Crested Guineafowl and Terrestrial 

Brownbul. After breakfast we hardly started 

making our way out on the double sand track Bearded Scrub Robin by Keith Valentine 

Crested Guineafowl by Markus Lilje 
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when we encountered a brilliant few minutes of birding under a tangled canopy. It was the 

monotonous contact call of a White-throated Robin-Chat that caught our attention, but was soon 

followed by good views of Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Dark-backed Weaver, Scarlet-chested 

Sunbird and a magnificent Black Sparrowhawk overhead. We continued southbound hoping to add 

a few more species to the trip during the final few hours. Upon entering Mtunzini, the steady flow 

of new species commenced. White-eared Barbet, Bronze Mannikin and Grey Sunbird followed by 

the alarm calls of Vervet Monkeys. We steered our binoculars up to the heavens and found a 

Crowned Eagle circling overhead, but he was not the only large shape in the sky. Nearby a Palm-

nut Vulture drifted on broad black and white wings. One of our final additions proved to be a real 

treat. It was the delightful Mangrove Kingfisher, having only just arrived back to the wintering 

grounds.  

 

And so our trip came to an end. An explosive few days of contrasting landscapes and enchanting 

diversity that will be reflected on fondly for many years to come. 
 

BIRD LIST (225 Species, including 5 birds heard & not seen) 
 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2013. IOC World Bird List (v 3.4) Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names (2006) Princeton University Press.  

 

Notes are provided where Clements differs; alternatively Clements names are in parenthesis. 

 

Key: E: regional endemic, RNE: regional near-endemic. 

 

Ostriches  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

These large flightless birds were seen in the private reserves of the Wakkerstroom vicinity. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Somali Ostrich Struthio molybdophanes as Ostrich Struthio camelus. 

 

Ducks, Geese & Swans  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

This lovely white-faced duck was seen at Nsumo Pan in Mkuze. 

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 

These handsome ducks were seen at the Wakkerstroom wetland. 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Good numbers of this large goose were had throughout the tour. 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

The most numerous Goose to be recorded during the tour, occurring on almost any water body. 

South African Shelduck (E) Tadorna cana 

These eye-catching Shelduck were recorded at Wakkerstroom. 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

This smart duck was seen on numerous water bodies throughout the tour, mainly in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Cape Shoveler (E) Anas smithii 

Good sightings were had of these delightful ducks on some of the water bodies around Wakkerstroom 

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 

These lovely ducks were seen well around Wakkerstroom. 

 

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Numerous sightings were had of this common game bird during the entire tour. 

Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 

Good numbers of these comical looking birds were seen at our accommodation near Mkhuze. 
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Pheasants & Allies  Phasianidae 
Red-winged Francolin Scleroptila afra 

A covey of this attractive Francolin was seen near our accommodation in Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus. 

Swainson's Spurfowl (NE) Pternistis swainsonii 

This brown Spurfowl with its red-neck was seen in Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements places this species in a different genus, namely Francolinus and gives it the common name Swainson’s Francolin. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this rather common bird were seen at several dams and pans throughout the tour.  

Great Crested Grebe     Podiceps cristatus 

A good sighting of this attractive grebe was had on the water body near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Storks  Ciconiidae 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 

Good sightings of these good-looking birds were had at Mkhuzi. 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

This migrant stork was seen around Wakkerstroom. 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis  

Seen flying overhead at our accommodation near Mkhuze. 

 

Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Good sightings were had of these black and white ibis at various sites across the tour. 
NOTE: Clements calls it Sacred Ibis 

Southern Bald Ibis (E) Geronticus calvus 

Most of the sightings of these endemic ibis were had around Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements calls it Bald Ibis 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

One of the more numerous species recorded during the tour. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

We had a sighting of this slender ibis at Wakkerstroom.  

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 

This charming bird was recorded at various water bodies during the tour. 

 

Herons & Bitterns  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutes 

Good sightings of this small bittern (female) were had in the reedbed’s around Wakkerstroom. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Numerous sightings of this pale heron were had at various water-bodies near Wakkerstroom. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

The most numerous Egret seen during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements does not accept the split between Eastern and Western Cattle Egret and calls it Cattle Egret. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

This heron was seen in good numbers throughout the tour. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

This heron was more commonly seen in the moister grasslands than around water bodies during the tour.  

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

This reed loving heron was seen around the wetlands of Wakkerstroom. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

We had good sightings of this large white Egret during our visit to Mkhuze. 

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia 

A few sightings of this egret were had in the Wakkerstroom. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
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Good views were had of this smart Egret at Nsumo Pan in Mkhuze. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

We had several encounters with this bizarre species during the tour. 
 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Good sightings of these large Pelican were had in Mkhuze. 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 

Distant sightings of these greyer and smaller Pelican were had at Nsumo pan whilst in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve. 

 

 

Cormorants  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed Cormorant      Microcarbo africanus 

A few birds were seen on various water bodies during the tour. 
Note: Clements calls it Long-tailed Cormorant. 

White-breasted Cormorant    Phalacrocorax lucidus 

A few of these large birds were seen overhead at our accommodation near Mkhuze. 
Note: Clements treats this sub-Saharan bird as a race of the Great Cormorant P. carbo. 

 

Anhingas, Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter Anhinga rufa 

We had a few sightings of this rather common water bird during the tour. 

 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 

This widespread raptor was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 
NOTE: The Clements common name for this species is Black-shouldered Kite. 

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

A fleet sighting of this interesting raptor on our way to Durban. 

Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis 

We were fortunate to have a sighting of a single bird was in the Umlalazi Nature Reserve. 

African Cuckoo-Hawk Aviceda cuculoides 

This attractive raptor was seen in Mkhuze Nature Reserve. 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 

A widespread and common vulture was seen on numerous occasions during the tour with the best sightings 

in Mkhuze. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

We had single good sightings of this attractive raptor in the KwaZulu-Natal during the tour. 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

A few birds were seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve, a species mainly restricted to the larger protected areas in 

South Africa. 

Black Sparrowhawk  Accipiter melanoleucus 

A brief sighting of this bird was had as it flew overhead at our accommodation near Mkhuze. 

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 

Various birds were recorded near Wakkerstroom. 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

This striking eagle was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 

The most numerous raptor seen on the tour. 

Jackal Buzzard (E) Buteo rufofuscus 
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We had good sightings of this impressive buzzard during the tour. 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 

A single melanistic bird seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus coronatus 

Single bird seen circling at Mtunzini. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Denham’s Bustard Neotis denhami 

One bird seen at distance in the Wakkerstroom area. 

White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis 

An excellent sighting of this smart bird was had in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 

We were fortunate and had a good view in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail Rallus caerulescens 

We had a couple of good views of this spectacular bird near Wakkerstroom. 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

A few sightings of these smart looking birds were had during the tour. 

African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Excellent sightings were had of these attractive water birds in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Numerous sightings were had around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

A common water bird in the right habitat and we had numerous sightings during the tour. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 

Good sightings were had of these striking cranes in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Stilts, Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Good sightings of these long-legged water birds at Mkhuze. 

 

Plovers  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

This common species was recorded on many days of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Blacksmith Plover. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

This common species was recorded on many days of the tour. 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

Good sightings of these good-looking lapwings were had in the Wakkerstroom area. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Wattled Lapwing 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

This attractive plover was seen well at Mtunzini. 

 

Sandpipers, Snipes  Scolopacidae 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 

This good-looking sandpiper was seen at a variety of fresh water bodies during the tour. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
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A single bird was seen (team leader) over a small wetland near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove Columba livia 

This very successful city coloniser was recorded at various towns throughout the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Rock Pigeon. 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

This large species was commonly seen everywhere outside the low-lying savannah areas. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

This large dove was recorded at a variety of spots along the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 

This common dove was recorded throughout the tour.  

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 

Another of the more widespread doves was encountered during most of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements uses a different genus from IOC and uses Streptopelia. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

Good sightings were had of this attractive dove in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Stunning views were had of this delightful Turaco whilst in Mkhuze. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitaries 

Yet again a species that is heard all over and seldom seen, but we managed to get a view of this bird in 

Mkhuze. 

 

 

Owls  Strigidae 
Marsh Owl Asio capensis 

A singleton was flushed from a small wetland near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

This delicate, long-tailed swift was recorded at several localities during the tour. 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

The most common swift of the region, was seen regularly during the tour. 

White-rumped Apus caffer 

Another summer visitor, which was seen on regular basis during the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

This common mousebird was recorded at several localities throughout the tour. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 

We had many good sightings of this attractive bird in Mkhuzi. 

European Roller Coracias garrulus 

This striking roller was seen well in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

A woodland kingfisher, it was fairly common with good sightings being had at the start of the tour. 
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Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 

A sighting of this small woodland kingfisher was had Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 

We encountered this little gem of a Kingfisher at Wakkerstroom. 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 

This huge kingfisher was only heard in Wakkerstroom. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

The world’s most widespread kingfisher was found at many water bodies during the tour.  
Mangrove Kingfisher         Helcyon senegaloides 
Seen in Mtunzini 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

We had good sightings of this smart bee-eater in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides 

Single sightings (team leader) of this colourful bee-eater near Mkuze entrance. 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 

This eye-catching bee-eater was seen well in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

This charismatic species was seen well during the tour with good sightings in Wakkerstroom. 
Note: Clements lumps this species with Eurasian Hoopoe as Upupa epops 

 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

This appealing bird was seen at several places during the first few days of the tour. 

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Good sightings were had during the tour of this good-looking bird. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 

These charming hornbills were only seen on the first day of the tour. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill RNE Tockus leucomelas 

This charismatic hornbill was seen well in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 

These large raucous birds were seen well around Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
Note: Clements places this species under the genus Ceratogymna 
 

African Barbets  Lybiidae 
White-eared Barbet Stactolaema leucotis 

Good numbers of these birds were seen in the Mtunzini area. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Good sightings were had of these striking little barbets in the Mtunzini area. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird Pogoniulus pusillus 

Excellent views were had of these attractive birds in the Mkhuze area. 

Acacia Pied Barbet RNE Tricholaema leucomelas 

We had good sightings of these lovely barbets in the Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Pied Barbet. 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

This bird was only heard during our tour. 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

This brightly patterned barbet was seen well throughout the tour. 
 

Woodpeckers  Picidae 
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Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 

A bird was seen perched on top a tree on a small holding in the Wakkerstroom. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

Good views of these attractive woodpeckers were had in Wakkerstroom. 

Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 

Excellent sightings of these ground nesting woodpeckers was had in the Wakkerstroom area.  

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

We had good sightings of this small woodpecker in the Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Wattle-eyes, Batises  Platysteiridae 
Black-throated Wattle-eye        Platysteira peltata 

One individual seen (team leader) at accommodation near Mkhuze. 

Chinspot Batis          Batis molitor 

We saw these birds during the first few days of the tour and later in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
 

Bushshrikes  Malaconotidae 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

We had a good sighting of this beautiful bushshrike in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Sulphur-breasted Bushshrike and places this species under the genus Telophorus. 

Four-colored Bushshrike Telophorus quadricolor 

Only heard during the tour. 

Bokmakierie (NE) Telophorus zeylonus 

We had a good sighting of a pair of these charismatic birds in the Wakkerstroom area.  

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

This charming bird was seen well in the Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

A few birds were seen during our stay in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Good views of this bird were had during the first part of the tour on the eastern side of South Africa. 

Southern Boubou (E) Laniarius ferrugineus 

Only heard during the tour. 

Brubru Nilaus afer 

This striking bird was seen mainly in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 

We had a good sighting of a male and female bird whilst in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 

This striking species was seen in good numbers in the woodlands around Mkhuze. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Corvinella 
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

Excellent sightings were had of this migratory shrike during the tour.  

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 

An inter-African migrant, which we saw well in Mkhuze.  

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 

This is a common bird throughout South Africa and was seen on most days of the tour. 
 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 

Most views were had around the forests KZN and surrounding areas. 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

This charismatic species was recorded on most days during the tour on the eastern half of South Africa. 
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Monarches  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

After a bit of searching we final got good views of this charming flycatcher. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is African Crested Flycatcher. 

African Paradise Flycatcher    Terpsiphone viridis 

This smart bird was seen well during the tour in a variety of habitats. 

 

Crows  Corvidae 
Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

We had sightings in higher-lying areas around Wakkerstroom. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Good numbers of these birds we seen on the tour, mainly around urban areas. 

 

Tits, Chickadees  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger 

A bird we encountered on a few occasions during the tour especially in bushveld habitats. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Melaniparus 
 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rudd’s Lark (E)          Heteromirafra ruddi 

A bird was seen close to its nest in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Sabota Lark (NE)         Calendulauda sabota 

A few sightings of this common and wide spread species were had across the tour in scattered localities. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E) Certhilauda semitorquata 

Excellent views of a calling bird were had in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

Large numbers of these gregarious larks were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

This common bird species was seen mostly on the eastern half of South Africa. 
Note: Clements lumps this bird with Common, Somali and Dodson’s Bulbul as Common Bulbul P. barbatus 

Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 

A species that is far more often heard than seen, good sightings were had in iSimangaliso. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

Good numbers were seen in during the tour, particularly around Mkhuze areas. 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Again good numbers of these gregarious birds were seen in and around Mkhuze. 

 

Swallows, Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

This smart bird was seen well in the right habitats. 

Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 

A few of these small aerial feeders were seen around some small streams in the Wakkerstroom area and 

various other water bodies during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Plain Martin. 

Banded Martin Riparia cincta 

The best sighting of these large and attractive martins was had in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 

These summer migrants were seen on a daily base during the tour. 

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

A number of these smart swallows were recorded across the tour in the right habitat. 



Trip Report – Hoganson Eastern South Africa March 2015 

 

 
 

13 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

We saw these small smart swallows at various sites across the tour, usually associated with water. 

Common House Martin Delichon urbicum 

A couple of these birds were seen flying over the accommodation in Wakkerstroom, unfortunately not by all. 

Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

We saw these attractive swallows on a regular base during the tour. 

South African Cliff Swallow (BE) Petrochelidon spilodera 

Good numbers of these attractive breeding endemics were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Crombecs, African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Long-billed Crombec     Sylvietta rufescens 

We found this almost tail-less bird around the more arid areas with taller shrubs during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Cape Crombec. 
 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Macrosphenidae 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

An annual visitor to Southern Africa and we had some good sightings at the start of the tour. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

A few of these skulking birds were seen at a pan in the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Locustellidae 
Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

This skulking inhabitant of dense reed-beds was seen in Wakkerstroom wetland. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Red-faced Cisticola        Cisticola erythrops 

This reed loving little Cisticola was seen in Mkhuze. 

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana 

This noisy and conspicuous species was recorded almost daily at bushveld locations during the tour. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 

Good sightings were had at Wakkerstroom. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Tinkling Cisticola. 

Zitting Cisticola         Cisticola juncidis 

This small Cisticola was seen displaying over the grasslands in the Mkhuze area. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava 

We had a many sightings of this charismatic species in the beginning of the tour. 

Bar-throated Apalis  Apalis thoracica 

A few sighting were had of these lovely little birds outside Wakkerstroom. 

Rudd's Apalis (E)  Apalis ruddi 

Excellent sightings were had in the sand forest near Hluhluwe. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida 

Good numbers of these attractive birds were had during the tour. 
Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 

We had good sightings of this tiny species at a number of sites in KwaZulu-Natal. 
Note: Clements lumps the two Camaroptera species as Greenbacked Camaroptera [Camaroptera brachyura]. 
Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 

We had a sighting of a small group of these birds in the Polokwane Game Reserve. 

 

Laughingthrushes  Leiothrichidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

A number of sightings were had during the first few days of the tour. 
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Sylviid Babblers  Syliidae 
Bush Blackcap          Lioptilus nigricapillus 

Good views were had of these birds in a patch of forest en route to Sani Pass. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye RE Zosterops capensis 

Good sightings were had of these lovely little birds during the tour. 
NOTE: Clements lumps this species with the Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus as Cape White-eye Zosterops 

pallidus. 

  

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 

A species that was introduced to Durban in 1900 was common around urban centres during the tour. 

Black-bellied Starling Notopholia corrusca 

This dark forest species was seen very well around St Lucia. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Black-bellied Glossy-Starling and places the genus under Lamprotornis. 
Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

We had almost daily sightings of these iridescent birds during the first half of the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Cape Glossy Starling. 
Pied Starling (E) Lamprotornis bicolor 

Good numbers of this endemic were seen in the Wakkerstroom grasslands and then later in the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is African Pied Starling. 
Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

This stunning bird was seen well over the first few days of the tour. 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

This large starling was seen at various spots throughout the tour. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

These birds were seen well in Mkhuze descending on animals at the waterhole and bathing and drinking. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 

We had an excellent view of this Thrush in the Kruger and later at Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 

Good sightings of these birds were had during the tour. 

White-throated Robin-Chat (E) Cossypha humeralis 

We had excellent sightings of these attractive birds whilst in Mkhuze area. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis 

We had a few good sightings of this lovely little robin in the forests around St Lucia. 

Bearded Scrub Robin Erythropygia quadrivirgata 

Whilst birding in the sand forests around Mkhuze we had great sightings of this charming bird. 

White-browed Scrub Robin Erythropygia leucophrys 

Good sightings of this scrub robin were had in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Red-backed Scrub Robin and places the genus in Cercotrichas. 
African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

A common bird in South Africa and we had good sightings in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Buff-streaked Chat (E) Campicoloides bifasciatus 

We enjoyed views of this endemic in Wakkerstroom and later on rocky slopes along Sani Pass. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Buff-streaked Bushchat. 

Mountain Wheatear (NE) Oenanthe monticola 

A few birds were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 
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Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 

We had a sighting of this easily over-looked bird in Wakkerstroom. 

Ant-eating Chat (NE) Myrmecocichla formicivora 

We had highest numbers of these delightful birds in the Wakkerstroom district.  
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Southern Anteater-Chat. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E) Monticola explorator 

A few birds were seen exceptionally well in Wakkerstroom and later in Lesotho. 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

A bird was seen whilst driving around the Mkhuze area. 

Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus 

A pair was seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Spotted Flycatcher         Muscicapa striata 
These summer visitors were seen at a variety of locations during the tour. 

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

Singletons were seen in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher Myioparus plumbeus 

This active flycatcher was seen well whilst in Mkhuze area. 

 

Sunbirds  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird  Hedydipna collaris 

This little gem of a bird was seen a scattered localities on the eastern half of South Africa. 

Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 

Good numbers of these birds were seen around Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements splits the Olive Sunbird into Eastern [Cyanomitra olivacea] and Western [Cyanomitra obscura] Olive Sunbird, IOC 

does not recognise this split. 

Grey Sunbird Cyanomitra veroxii 

Excellent views were had of a male bird in the sand forest near Mtunzini. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Mouse-colored Sunbird. 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 

We had various sightings of this stunning sunbird during the tour. 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

Only sighting was near Wakkerstroom.  

White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 

A very small iridescent species was seen well around the Zaagkuildrift road and in Kruger. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is White-breasted Sunbird. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

This introduced species was commonly seen in most urban areas. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 

Good numbers were seen whilst in Kruger and in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Yellow-throated Petronia Gymnoris superciliaris 

We had good views of a few birds in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
Note: Clements places this bird in the genus Petronia 

 

Weavers, Widowbirds  Ploceidae 
Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Only heard during trip. 

Cape Weaver (E)  Ploceus capensis 

Birds sporting their breeding plumage were seen around Wakkerstroom. 

Lesser Masked Weaver Ploceus intermedius 

These pale eyed weavers were seen over the first few days of the tour. 

Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 

These were the most commonly seen weaver during the tour. 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 
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Good sightings were had of these weavers in the St Lucia area. 

Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor 

Good views of these lovely Weavers were had around Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Forest Weaver. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

A few small flocks of these largely gregarious birds were seen in Wakkerstroom. 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

These birds were in their full breeding plumage and were seen well across the tour. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Red Bishop. 

Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

We had many sightings of these magnificent birds in their breeding plumage hovering in the higher altitude 

grasslands around Wakkerstroom.  

 

Waxbills, Munias & Allies  Estrildidae 
Green Twinspot         Mandingoa nitidula 

Only heard near Mtunzini. 

Pink-throated Twinspot (E) Hypargos margaritatus 

Good views were had of this much sort after bird in the Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Large flocks at the hide in Mkhuze. 
NOTE: Clements common name for this bird is Blue-breasted Cordonbleu. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

Small flocks were seen at a number of scattered locations during the tour. 

Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 

Small flocks were seen at a variety of sites across the tour. 

 

Indigobirds, Whydahs  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah         Vidua macroura 

Males sporting their distinctive breeding plumage were seen across the tour. 

 

Wagtails, Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

This charismatic Wagtail was recorded regularly throughout the tour. 

Cape Longclaw (E) Macronyx capensis 

Good numbers of these attractive birds were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

We had a couple of sightings of these smart looking Longclaw during the tour. 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

This widespread pipit was seen at various localities throughout the tour. 
Yellow-breasted Pipit (E)        Anthus chloris 
A pair of birds sporting their breeding plumage was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Finches  Fringillidae 
Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 

We saw these attractive little canaries at various sites across the tour. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater        Crithagra gularis 

Only heard near Wakkerstroom. 

Cape Canary (E)         Serinus canicollis 

We had good sightings of small flocks of these birds during the tour. 

 

Buntings & Allies  Emberizidae 
Cape Bunting (NE) Emberiza capensis 

We had various sightings of these charming buntings from Wakkerstroom. 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 
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We had good sightings of this attractive bird whilst in Mkhuze. 

  

  

 MAMMAL SPECIES LIST (19 Species) 
 

Note: Names and taxonomical order of the land mammals follow that of ‘ The Kingdom Field Guide to African 

Mammals’; additional names are given in parenthesis and are likely to appear in other popular field guides. 

. 

 

Baboons and Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

Good sightings of these large primates were had from Kruger to the Cape. 

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops 

Troops of these small grey monkeys were seen across the eastern half of the tour in various habitats. 

. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Tree Squirrel Paraxerus cepapi 

This lovely little bush squirrel was seen well whilst in Mkhuze. 

 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Slender Mongoose Herpestes sanguinea 

A couple of sightings were had of these black tail tip mongoose during the tour. 

 

Yellow Mongoose (RNE) Cynictis penicillata 

Good numbers of this yellow mongoose were seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Suricate (Meerkat) (RNE) Suricata suricatta 

We had good sightings of this now famous little creature in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Horses  Equidae 
Common (Plains/Burchell's) Zebra Equus burchelli 

Good sightings were had in of this common zebra at various reserves and parks. 

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius 

Numerous sightings of these large water loving animals were had in various spots along the tour. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

Good sightings were had in and outside of various reserves during the tour.  

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe  Giraffa camelopardalis 

The tallest land mammal was seen on numerous occasions in Polokwane, Kruger and Mkhuze Game 

Reserve. 

 

Bovids and Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Excellent sightings of these spiral horn antelope were had in Kruger, Mkhuze and iSimangaliso Wetland 

Park. 

Nyala Tragelaphus angasii 

These eye-catching antelope were seen in good numbers whilst in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
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Common Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus 

Good sightings were had in the Kruger National Park and later in iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

Black Wildebeest (E) Connochaetes gnou 

This wonderful animal was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 

One of the more numerous species we encountered in Kruger and Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Blesbok (E) Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

A small group of these endemic antelope was seen in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Impala Aepyceros melampus 

By far the most numerous antelope species we encountered during our visit to Polokwane, Kruger and 

Mkhuze Game Reserve. 

Red Duiker Cephalophus natalensis 

A few of these aptly named antelope were seen in Mkhuze and St Lucia. 

Common (Grey) Duiker Sylvicapra grimmia 

These interesting little antelope were seen well in the Kruger National Park. 

 

 

REPTILE and AMPHIBIAN SPECIES LIST (4 Species) 
 

Leopard Tortoise Geochelone pardalis 

A few of these large tortoises were seen at various sites during the tour. 

Marsh (Helmeted) Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 

We saw these interesting reptiles at various sites across the tour mainly in Mkhuze. 

Moreau's Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

We saw these introduced geckos on the walls at our lodging near Mkhuze. 

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

Sightings of these ancient reptiles were had in Mkhuze Game Reserve. 
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